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Epistemology and Urban Decay in Daybreak with Angels and 
Preludes: Literary Pathways to Curriculum Theory 
 
 
 
Abstract 
 
The study investigates epistemological dimensions in Daybreak with Angels and Preludes, examining how 
these works articulate urban decay, human experience, and the pursuit of knowledge. Philosophical traditions 
including idealism, naturalism, pragmatism, realism, existentialism, essentialism, and progressivism are 
employed to reveal how literary texts function as epistemic spaces that challenge perceptions of reality. 
Novelty lies in integrating literary hermeneutics with curriculum theory, offering a framework of epistemic 
attunement that bridges aesthetic interpretation and educational praxis. A qualitative, interpretive approach 
demonstrates how place-based and context-sensitive readings of literature can inform curriculum design, 
fostering critical reflection and ethical engagement. Findings position literature as a catalyst for intellectual 
inquiry and pedagogical innovation. 
 
Keywords: epistemology in literature, urban decay in poetry, curriculum theory, place-based pedagogy, 
literary hermeneutics 

 
1. Introduction 
 
The relationship between literature and epistemology provides fertile ground for examining 
how human beings construct, negotiate, and challenge knowledge. Literary texts embedded 
in socio-cultural contexts not only reflect the realities of their time but also serve as active 
sites of meaning-making. Daybreak with Angels and Preludes exemplify this dynamic, 
presenting urban landscapes marked by decay, alienation, and moral ambiguity. These 
works invite interrogation of truth, perception, and lived experience, positioning them as 
compelling subjects for epistemological inquiry. 
 
Recent scholarship increasingly recognises the value of integrating literary analysis into 
educational discourse, particularly within curriculum theory. Literature’s capacity to evoke 
empathy, stimulate critical reflection, and situate learning within authentic contexts aligns 
with pedagogical priorities such as place-based education and culturally responsive 
teaching. Epistemological dimensions of literary works, however, remain underexplored in 
relation to their potential for shaping curriculum design. 
 
The present study applies a multi-philosophical lens—drawing on idealism, naturalism, 
pragmatism, realism, existentialism, essentialism, and progressivism—to examine how 
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Daybreak with Angels and Preludes construct and convey knowledge. Central to the 
analysis is the concept of epistemic attunement, a framework for aligning literary 
interpretation with reflective and ethical pedagogical practice. By situating these poems 
within the broader discourse on urban decay, the research underscores how literature 
illuminates the interplay between environment, identity, and knowledge, offering 
transformative possibilities for learners and educators. 
 
2. Literature Review 
 
2.1. The Intersection of Literature and Epistemology 
 
Scholars have long recognised the capacity of literary texts to shape, challenge, and 
expand systems of knowledge (Nussbaum, 1997; Eagleton, 2017). Poetry, in particular, 
functions as an epistemic medium—conveying meaning while inviting interpretative 
engagement that prompts readers to interrogate assumptions and perspectives (Fish, 1980; 
Attridge, 2004). 
 
Urban decay, a recurring literary theme, has been examined extensively within socio-
political and cultural studies (Harvey, 2012; Sassen, 2014). Analyses often frame the 
deteriorating cityscape as both a literal and metaphorical site of crisis—moral, existential, 
and epistemic. While such readings illuminate thematic richness, their integration into 
educational discourse, particularly within curriculum theory, remains underdeveloped. 
 
Philosophical traditions such as idealism, naturalism, pragmatism, realism, existentialism, 
essentialism, and progressivism have provided enduring frameworks for pedagogical 
thought (Ornstein & Hunkins, 2018). Few studies, however, systematically apply these 
traditions to literary analysis in ways that directly inform curriculum design. Place-based 
pedagogy, which situates learning within the lived realities of specific environments, has 
emerged as a promising approach for fostering critical engagement and ethical awareness 
(Gruenewald, 2003; Sobel, 2004). 
 
The present study builds upon these strands of scholarship by introducing epistemic 
attunement—a framework for aligning literary interpretation with reflective, ethical, and 
context-sensitive pedagogy. Prior research has explored literature’s role in cultivating 
empathy and critical thinking, yet the current work uniquely positions literary analysis as a 
bridge between epistemological inquiry and curriculum innovation, with urban decay serving 
as both thematic focus and pedagogical catalyst. 
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2.2. Epistemological Frameworks in Literature 
 
Epistemology examines the nature, origin, and scope of knowledge. Within literary studies, 
it shapes narrative construction, character positioning, and reader engagement with 
meaning. Idealism privileges introspection and metaphysical imagery (Oliva, 1982), while 
naturalism foregrounds environmental determinism (Abrams, 1999). Pragmatism, articulated 
by Dewey (1916), evaluates knowledge by its utility, whereas realism emphasises fidelity to 
lived experience (Greimas, 1966). Existentialism, aligned with Sartre (1943), foregrounds 
personal responsibility and the absurd. Essentialism seeks enduring truths, and 
progressivism champions experiential, problem-based learning (The Saylor Foundation, 
2023). 
 
Recent scholarship extends these frameworks into interdisciplinary and justice-oriented 
pedagogies, emphasising the role of affect, place, and cultural context in shaping epistemic 
engagement (Biesta, 2020; Quinlan, 2021; UNESCO, 2023). Jahn (2002) observes that 
narrative form itself mediates epistemic engagement, guiding how readers process, 
sequence, and interpret events. 
 
2.3. Urban Decay as Epistemic Landscape 
 
Urban decay, a recurring motif in twentieth-century literature, functions not merely as a 
spatial or architectural concern but as an epistemic landscape through which identity, 
knowledge, and meaning are interrogated. Simmel (1903) and Lefebvre (1991) argue that 
metropolitan environments engender psychological detachment, existential fragmentation, 
and altered modalities of perception. Temporal disorientation parallels Crary’s (2013) 
critique of late capitalist time regimes, in which the erosion of natural rhythms intensifies 
perpetual wakefulness and existential fatigue. 
 
In Preludes, Eliot’s imagery of “burnt out ends of smoky days” conveys temporal and 
emotional exhaustion. In Daybreak with Angels, Cullingford juxtaposes mechanised routine 
with fleeting transcendence, evoking phenomenological knowing. Both poets present the 
city as a site where knowledge is not merely accumulated but continually reshaped by 
sensory impressions, memory, and affect. Such framing aligns with place-based 
epistemologies, which view space as an active participant in the construction of meaning. 
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2.4. Implications for Curriculum and Pedagogy 
 
Integrating these texts into curricula enables learners to explore identity, temporality, and 
existential meaning through multiple epistemic lenses. Pedagogical strategies may include 
sensory mapping walks, where students document urban spaces and link observations to 
poetic imagery; comparative media analysis, pairing poems with photographs of urban 
decay to explore multimodal epistemology; and creative writing tasks, where learners 
compose poems embedding at least two epistemic modes accompanied by reflective 
commentary. Such activities align with contemporary learning outcomes emphasising 
phenomenological awareness, ethical sensitivity, and metacognitive reflection. 
 
3. Methodology 
 
The operationalisation of these philosophical indicators into assessment criteria is detailed 
in Appendix A (see Chart 1 and Table 6), while the full primary texts reproduced in 
Appendix B provide transparency and allow readers to trace interpretive claims directly to 
source material. 
 
3.1. Research Design 
 
A qualitative, interpretive research design grounded in literary hermeneutics and 
philosophical analysis was adopted. The primary aim is to explore how Daybreak with 
Angels and Preludes construct and convey epistemological perspectives, and how these 
insights can inform curriculum theory and pedagogical practice. 
 
3.2. Analytical Framework 
 
Seven philosophical traditions—idealism, naturalism, pragmatism, realism, existentialism, 
essentialism, and progressivism—serve as lenses through which the poems are examined. 
Employing a multi-perspectival approach enables comprehensive epistemological mapping 
that moves beyond single-theory interpretations, revealing the multiplicity of ways in which 
knowledge is constructed and represented in the texts. 
 
For each tradition, thematic indicators were developed in advance, drawing on established 
definitions from philosophical and educational literature. These indicators informed the 
philosophical coding process, ensuring that textual elements were consistently identified 
and categorised. Where passages exhibited overlapping traits—such as existentialist  
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imagery embedded in realist description—these intersections were noted and analysed for 
their pedagogical significance. 
 
Curricular mapping was incorporated into the framework, translating insights from literary-
philosophical analysis into potential applications for curriculum design. Alignment with the 
concept of epistemic attunement ensured that interpretive work remained connected to 
reflective, ethical, and context-sensitive pedagogy. 
 
3.3. Data Sources 
 
Primary texts: Daybreak with Angels (Cullingford, 2004, Huddersfield University edition) 
and Preludes (Eliot, 2020/1917, Faber & Faber edition) in their complete published forms. 
These editions were selected for their authoritative status and fidelity to the authors’ 
intended lineation and punctuation, ensuring accuracy in close reading and line-number 
referencing. 
 
Secondary sources: Scholarly articles, philosophical treatises, and curriculum theory 
literature relevant to epistemology, urban decay, and place-based pedagogy. These were 
chosen for their recency, peer-reviewed status, and disciplinary authority, ensuring that the 
analysis is grounded in current and credible scholarship. 
 
Contextual materials: Historical and socio-cultural studies of urban environments, chosen 
for their relevance to the poems’ settings and capacity to situate the literary works within 
broader societal narratives. These sources provided the necessary backdrop for interpreting 
the texts’ epistemological dimensions. 
 
3.4. Analytical Process 
 

1. Textual immersion – Multiple close readings of each poem to identify recurring 
motifs, epistemic tensions, and thematic patterns. 
 

2. Philosophical coding – Categorisation of textual elements according to the seven 
philosophical traditions, noting overlaps and tensions. Coding consistency was 
maintained through iterative refinement, using a predefined schema of thematic 
indicators for each tradition and cross-checking interpretations against exemplar 
passages. 
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3. Curricular mapping – Translation of literary and philosophical insights into potential 
applications for curriculum design, with emphasis on epistemic attunement and 
place-based learning. 
 

4. Synthesis – Integration of findings into a coherent framework linking literary 
interpretation with educational praxis. 
. 

3.5. Validity and Rigour 
 
Interpretive credibility was ensured through triangulation across philosophical perspectives, 
cross-referencing with existing scholarship, and peer debriefing with three colleagues—two 
from literary studies and one from curriculum theory. Feedback from these reviewers led to 
refinements in the coding schema, the selection of textual examples, and the articulation of 
pedagogical implications. Reflexivity was maintained throughout to acknowledge the 
researcher’s interpretive position and potential biases. 
 
4. Comparative Analyses 
 
4.1. Daybreak with Angels (Cullingford, 2004) 
 
Epistemological Dimensions  
 
Analysis of Daybreak with Angels reveals a layered epistemic structure in which the urban 
environment functions both as a physical reality and as a metaphorical space for moral and 
intellectual inquiry. Imagery of decay, fragmentation, and fleeting transcendence engages 
with existentialist concerns about meaning in the face of impermanence, while 
simultaneously invoking realist attention to the material and social conditions of the city. The 
realist dimension is particularly evident in unembellished depictions of urban grit, grounding 
metaphysical reflections in tangible, lived experience. Essentialist elements emerge in the 
recurrence of archetypal imagery—light, angels, and cyclical time—which suggest enduring 
human concerns transcending the immediate urban moment. 
 
Close Reading and Philosophical Mapping  
 
Close readings of Daybreak with Angels and Preludes are supported by the complete texts 
in Appendix B, ensuring that epistemological mappings in Tables 1–3 can be verified against 
the poems themselves. The continuum and pathways outlined in Appendix A (Charts 1–2) 
further demonstrate how these textual features translate into curriculum strategies. 
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The opening line—“Slowly the town settles, and the last drunks expand” (l. 1)—immerses 
the reader in a temporal inversion. Rather than heralding renewal, the city’s “daybreak” is 
one of weariness and residue, suggesting a cyclical continuum of exhaustion and survival. 
Lines such as “They all dream / of futures now and not their past” (ll. 3–4) exemplify a 
pragmatic orientation, framing knowledge as action-oriented and future-facing (Dewey, 
1916). In contrast, “the leaves unfold from their own / shade” (ll. 5–6) reflects idealist tenets, 
wherein reality emerges from internal principles (Oliva, 1982). Existentialist overtones 
dominate the metaphor “as certain as / grappling with an angel” (ll. 21–22), evoking solitary 
human confrontation with meaning and morality (Sartre, 1943). Naturalistic determinism 
threads through depictions such as “the electric light that seeps out of the room is fading” 
(ll. 13–14), situating individuals within environments governed by routine and fatigue. 
 
Table 1 illustrates how specific lines from the poem align with philosophical traditions and 
their potential applications in curriculum design 
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Table 1. Mapping of philosophical traditions to textual evidence and pedagogical 
implications in Daybreak with Angels  
 

Philosophical 
Tradition 

Indicative Lines Interpretive 
Focus 

Educational Alignment 

Idealism “leaves unfold from 
their own shade” (ll. 5–
6) 

Reality unfolds 
internally; 
metaphysical 
self-awareness 

Encourages 
introspection and 
universal ideals 

Naturalism “the sound of waves 
hoeing shingle… / the 
turning ripples of the 
streets” (ll. 13–14) 

Urban decay as 
environmental 
determinism 

Emphasises contextual 
learning in social studies 

Pragmatism “they all dream of 
futures now and not 
their past” (ll. 3–4) 

Knowledge as 
actionable and 
future-oriented 

Aligns with 
learner-centred, 
adaptive curricula 

Realism “the electric light that 
seeps out… is fading” 
(l. 14) 

Honest depiction 
of urban grit and 
decay 

Supports observational 
learning in urban 
geography or social 
studies modules 

Existentialism “wrestling with an 
angel” (ll. 21–22) 

Individual struggle 
for meaning 

Fosters moral reflection 
and epistemic humility 

Essentialism “the light… shine on to 
the smooth sides of 
each rain drop” (l. 17) 

Universal truths 
encoded in symbol 

Grounds curriculum in 
archetypal and enduring 
concepts 

Progressivism “that dawning before 
the dawn arrives” (ll. 8–
9) 

Knowledge as 
emergent from 
experience 

Promotes experiential 
and inquiry-based 
instruction 

 
4.2. Preludes (Eliot, 2020/1917) 
 
Epistemological Dimensions  
 
In Preludes, the depiction of urban life is marked by sensory detail and cyclical temporality 
that reflects naturalist determinism alongside pragmatist adaptability. The poem’s 
fragmented narrative voice mirrors the fractured epistemic experience of modernity, where  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.journalacademicmarketingmysticismonline.net/


Journal Academic Marketing Mysticism Online (JAMMO)     Vol 17.    Part 62.    1042-1083      December 2025  
Available Online at https://www.journalacademicmarketingmysticismonline.net  
ISSN 2146-3328 © 2011-2025 JAMMO                July-December Issue 2 / 2025 

ISSN 2146-3328 © 2011-2025  
 
Publishing Editor & Reviewer 1: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hüseyin Ateş  
Reviewer 2: Prof. Dr. Sahib M. Bleher  

 
 
 

      Silva      1051 
 
 
 
knowledge is partial, provisional, and mediated through subjective perception. Symbolism 
operates as connective tissue between sensory imagery and abstract meaning, enabling 
learners to explore metaphor as a vehicle for conceptual reasoning. Temporal 
epistemology—the structuring of knowledge through time markers—offers a model for 
understanding how temporal framing shapes perception, a concept directly applicable in 
curriculum design for teaching narrative sequencing and historical consciousness. 
 
Close Reading and Philosophical Mapping  
 
Lines such as “You had such a vision of the street / As the street hardly understands” 
(Preludes III, ll. 10–11) foreground individual perception over collective comprehension, 
aligning with existentialist thought. Phenomenological knowing emerges in “The morning 
comes to consciousness / Of faint stale smells of beer” (Preludes II, ll. 1–2), where sensory 
detail becomes a source of knowledge. Realist and naturalist tendencies appear in “the 
burnt out ends of smoky days” (Preludes I, l. 4) and “broken blinds and chimney pots” 
(Preludes I, l. 10), situating human experience within material decay. 
 
Table 2 maps key lines from the poem to philosophical implications and specific curriculum 
applications. 
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Table 2. Epistemological traditions in Preludes and curriculum connections 
 

Epistemological 
Tradition 

Key Lines & Imagery Philosophical 
Implications 

Curriculum 
Relevance 

Existentialism “You had such a vision of 
the street / As the street 
hardly understands” 
(Preludes III, ll. 10–11) 

Individual insight 
over societal 
comprehension 

Encourages 
self-inquiry and 
ethical reflection 

Phenomenology “The morning comes to 
consciousness / Of faint 
stale smells of beer” 
(Preludes II, ll. 1–2) 

Embodied 
perception as 
knowledge source 

Supports sensory and 
affective literacy 

Realism “the burnt-out ends of 
smoky days” 
(Preludes I, l. 4) 

Urban decay as 
cognitive and 
emotional 
condition 

Promotes critical 
spatial and 
environmental literacy 

Pragmatism “With the other 
masquerades / That time 
resumes” 
(Preludes II, ll. 6–7) 

Routine-based 
knowledge of 
social existence 

Encourages analysis 
of norms, habits, and 
context 

Naturalism “broken blinds and 
chimney-pots” 
(Preludes I, l. 10) 

Human condition 
shaped by 
materiality 

Supports 
socio-historical 
analysis in curriculum 

Symbolism “The soul stretched tight 
across the skies” 
(Preludes IV, l. 1) 

Knowledge as 
metaphysical 
tension 

Fosters metaphor 
analysis and 
conceptual reasoning 
in literature modules 

Temporal 
Epistemology 

“Six o’clock” / “lighting of 
the lamps” 
(Preludes I, l. 3; l. 13) 

Time as structure 
and epistemic 
filter 

Encourages 
rhythm- and 
cycle-based learning 
design in history and 
literature 
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4.3. Comparative Insights and Pedagogical Synthesis 
 
Comparative Insights  
 
Read together, the two poems articulate complementary yet distinct epistemological 
positions. Daybreak with Angels foregrounds the tension between transcendence and 
decay, while Preludes emphasises the rhythms and repetitions of urban existence. Both 
works challenge the notion of knowledge as fixed or universal, instead presenting it as 
emergent from lived experience and environmental context. Comparative reading 
exemplifies epistemic attunement by showing how learners can hold multiple, sometimes 
conflicting, ways of knowing in productive tension. 
 
Philosophical Integration  
 
Taken together, the poems reveal how idealism, naturalism, pragmatism, realism, 
existentialism, essentialism, and progressivism intersect in literary form. Idealism drives the 
search for moral and aesthetic order; naturalism foregrounds environmental determinism; 
pragmatism values adaptability; realism anchors meaning in observable reality; 
existentialism confronts meaninglessness; essentialism identifies enduring human 
concerns; and progressivism envisions literature as a catalyst for social and educational 
transformation. 
 
Pedagogical Synthesis  
 
Juxtaposition of Eliot’s fragmented, sensory-laden urban imagery with Cullingford’s dawn-
infused landscapes demonstrates how poetic form cultivates interpretive agility. For 
example, a teacher might pair the poems in a comparative seminar where students 
annotate epistemic markers in each text, then collaboratively map philosophical traditions 
across both, culminating in a reflective essay on how urban space shapes ways of knowing. 
Such synthesis underscores the pedagogical value of literature as a site for epistemological 
inquiry, where knowledge is experienced as dynamic, situated, and relational. 
 
5. Knowledge as Attunement 
 
The developmental sequence of epistemic attunement is visualised in Appendix A (Chart 3) 
and exemplified through textual passages reproduced in Appendix B, where sensory detail 
and temporal rhythm illustrate the recursive nature of knowing. 
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The concept of epistemic attunement emerges from the preceding analyses as a unifying 
framework for interpreting literature in ways that are both philosophically grounded and 
pedagogically actionable. Attunement refers to the capacity to align interpretive practice with 
the ethical, contextual, and affective dimensions of learning. Unlike approaches that treat 
literature as a static object of study, epistemic attunement positions it as a dynamic medium 
through which learners cultivate responsiveness to complexity, ambiguity, and situated 
knowledge. 
 
5.1. Case Application: Preludes in a Cross-Disciplinary Curriculum Module 
 
To illustrate epistemic attunement in practice, Preludes can be embedded within a cross-
disciplinary module integrating English literature, urban studies, and philosophy. Students 
might examine the poem alongside historical accounts of early twentieth-century urban life, 
sociological analyses of alienation, and philosophical texts on existentialism and 
phenomenology. Such an approach situates Eliot’s imagery within a broader epistemic 
landscape, encouraging learners to synthesise insights across disciplines. 
 
5.2. Lesson Sequence and Epistemic Alignment 
 
A possible lesson sequence could include: 
 

1. Close Reading – Identify and annotate epistemic markers in the poem, fostering 
textual sensitivity and interpretive precision. 
 

2. Contextual Research – Investigate the socio-historical backdrop of the poem’s 
setting to deepen contextual understanding. 
 

3. Philosophical Mapping – Link textual elements to relevant philosophical traditions, 
noting overlaps and tensions between them. 
 

4. Creative Response – Produce original writing that mirrors the epistemic stance of 
the poem, encouraging creative transfer of ideas. 
 

5. Reflective Dialogue – Discuss how the poem reshapes personal and collective 
understandings of knowledge, reinforcing metacognitive awareness. 
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Table 3 compares the two poems across thematic, epistemological, and pedagogical 
dimensions, highlighting their complementary potential in curriculum design. 
 
Table 3. Comparative epistemological and curricular mapping – Daybreak with Angels 
vs. Preludes 
 

Dimension Daybreak with 
Angels  

Preludes  Pedagogical Potential 

Thematic Focus Transcendence 
amid decay 

Rhythms and 
repetitions of 
urban existence 

Encourages 
comparative thematic 
analysis 

Epistemological 
Lens 

Existentialism, 
realism, 
essentialism 

Phenomenology, 
symbolism, 
pragmatism 

Promotes multi-
perspectival epistemic 
inquiry 

Pedagogical 
Application 

Dawn as metaphor 
for renewal and 
moral struggle 

Fragmented 
temporality as 
epistemic rhythm 

Supports 
interdisciplinary 
curriculum design 

Language 
Function 

Meditative, 
imagistic, 
transcendent 

Disruptive, 
rhythmic, ironic 

Enhances linguistic 
awareness and 
interpretive sensitivity in 
poetry workshops 

Emotional Tone Reflective calm, 
subdued optimism 

Existential 
anxiety, alienation 

Builds emotional literacy 
through contrasting 
affective registers 

Symbolic Imagery Light, reflection, 
angels 

Smoke, grime, 
clocks, blinds 

Develops interpretive 
skills through symbolic 
analysis in literature and 
art integration 

Curricular 
Integration 

Ethics, spirituality, 
environmental 
renewal 

Sociology, 
psychology, 
philosophy 

Encourages 
interdisciplinary 
curricular design linking 
humanities and social 
sciences 
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Facilitating dialogue between such works enables educators to: 
 

• Foster metacognitive reflection on how knowledge is formed and framed. 
 

• Encourage interdisciplinary synthesis that transcends traditional subject boundaries. 
 

• Cultivate epistemic empathy, allowing students to explore diverse modes of knowing 
and being. 
 

• Develop creative learning tasks foregrounding the interplay between urban space, 
temporality, and affect. 

 
Embedding these poetic epistemologies into curriculum structures helps learners become 
attuned to interpretive nuance and situated knowing. Culler (2004) argues that the 
interpretive act in poetry fosters “intellectual hospitality,” expanding epistemic boundaries. 
Ritchhart et al. (2011) similarly emphasise the value of making thinking visible—poetry, by 
its very form, enacts visibility through metaphor and ambiguity. 
 
Dewey (1916), advocating for education as lived experience, situates learning in affective, 
ethical, and participatory domains. Eliot and Cullingford exemplify this vision by rendering 
urban existence not merely observable but epistemologically significant. Eisner’s (1979) 
argument for artistic modes of cognition further supports the inclusion of such texts in 
curricula to enhance perceptual acuity and ethical imagination. 
 
Poetry ultimately serves as a bridge between epistemology and ontology. In both poems, 
knowing is not only a mental operation but a mode of being. Gadamer (1989) and Bhatt 
(2018) suggest that literary texts open a space for ontological reflection—asking not only 
what we know, but who we are when we come to know. This ontological dimension deepens 
epistemic attunement by linking the act of knowing to the formation of self. 
 
Table 4 maps epistemic modes to literary techniques, curricular roles, and sample lines from 
Preludes, illustrating how poetic form functions epistemologically. 
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Table 4. Dimensions of epistemic attunement in literary pedagogy  
 

Epistemic Mode Literary 
Technique 

Curricular Role Sample Text or Line 

Phenomenological 
Knowing 

Imagery, syntax 
shift 

Evokes awareness of 
subjective reality 

“And then the lighting 
of the lamps” 

Ethical 
Relationality 

Voice and address 
Develops sensitivity 
to otherness and 
intersubjective care 

“You dozed, and 
watched the night 
revealing” 

Metacognition 
Structural 
ambiguity 

Engages reflection on 
the nature of thought 

“The conscience of a 
blackened street / 
Impatient to assume 
the world” 

Temporal Fluidity 
Juxtaposition, 
enjambment 

Challenges linear 
understanding of 
events 

“At four and five and 
six o’clock” 

Embodied 
Cognition 

Sensory language 
Grounds thinking in 
bodily perception 

“With the smell of 
steaks in 
passageways” 

 
These literary strategies cultivate interpretive resilience and encourage learners to confront 
ambiguity, contradiction, and uncertainty—features integral to reflective education. By 
engaging with such poetic structures, students inhabit knowledge as a layered, dynamic 
process shaped by affect, temporality, and cultural perspective. Poetry thereby reinforces 
the integrative aims of a humanistic and epistemologically responsive curriculum (Leighton, 
2014; Quinlan, 2021). 
 
Table 5 links poetic themes to pedagogical activities, place-based elements, and intended 
learning outcomes. 
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Table 5. Applying poetic texts to place-based curriculum design  
 

Poetic Theme Pedagogical 
Activity 

Place-Based 
Element 

Learning Outcome 

Urban Decay 
(Preludes) 

Conduct a sensory 
walk through local 
neighbourhoods 

Compare Eliot’s 
imagery with local 
observations 

Develop critical 
spatial literacy 

Liminal Moments 
(Daybreak with 
Angels) 

Photograph or 
journal dawn/dusk 
experiences 

Observe sensory, 
temporal shifts 

Engage embodied, 
phenomenological 
knowing 

Temporal Rhythm 
Create a personal 
timeline of urban 
sounds 

Compare rhythm of 
day to poetic 
structure 

Foster temporal 
awareness and 
narrative identity 

Ethical 
Relationality 

Interview residents 
about lived city 
experiences 

Weave stories into 
poetic or reflective 
formats 

Build empathy and 
ethical sensitivity 

 
Place-based learning (PBL), championed by Gruenewald (2003) and Smith and Sobel 
(2010), emphasises the connection between education and lived geographies. Space is not 
passive—it is an epistemic field where identity, environment, and knowledge coalesce. Eliot 
and Cullingford provide rich material for PBL. In Preludes, the “sawdust trampled street” and 
“vacant lots” become symbolic spaces for examining one’s own environment. In Daybreak 
with Angels, the transformation from darkness to dawn prompts reflection on how space and 
light shape consciousness. 
 
These activities operationalise the philosophical content of the poems in lived settings, 
mapping to epistemic outcomes outlined in Appendix A, Table 6.  
 
Pedagogical implication: together, the spiral curriculum and place-based epistemology offer 
a complementary structure. While one enables recursive deepening, the other situates 
knowledge in the real and the local. Applied to Preludes and Daybreak with Angels, this 
model supports a pedagogy of epistemic attunement—one that respects time, place, and 
interpretive complexity. 
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6. Pedagogical Implication: Knowledge as Situated and Recursive 
 
Assessment of recursive engagement can be structured using the rubric in Appendix A 
(Table 6), with Appendix B providing the textual anchors—such as Eliot’s temporal fragments 
and Cullingford’s liminal imagery—that exemplify these domains. 
 
Analyses of Daybreak with Angels and Preludes, framed through the lens of epistemic 
attunement, suggest that knowledge is not a static entity to be transmitted but a dynamic 
process continually shaped by context, interaction, and reflection. In pedagogical terms, 
knowledge is situated—emerging from the interplay between learner, text, and 
environment—and recursive, in that understanding is revisited, re-evaluated, and deepened 
over time. 
 
Such a perspective challenges linear models of curriculum delivery, advocating instead for 
iterative cycles of engagement in which learners return to texts with new questions, 
frameworks, and interpretive strategies. The recursive process mirrors the interpretive act 
itself: each reading of a poem, informed by fresh experiences and insights, yields new 
epistemic possibilities and deepens attunement. 
 
In practice, this approach encourages: 
 

• Contextual anchoring – situating literary study within the lived realities of learners’ 
communities. 
 

• Dialogic learning – fostering sustained conversations that revisit earlier 
interpretations in light of new perspectives. 
 

• Reflective iteration – embedding opportunities for learners to re-engage with texts 
across different stages of a course or programme. 
 

By embracing knowledge as situated and recursive, educators can design curricula that 
honour the evolving nature of understanding, positioning literature as a living site of inquiry 
rather than a fixed repository of meaning. 
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7. Implications for Educators and Curriculum Planners 
 
Educators may draw on the evaluative tools in Appendix A to scaffold epistemic growth, and 
on the primary texts in Appendix B to design interpretive tasks that bridge literary analysis 
with epistemological inquiry. 
 
Findings from this study carry significant implications for educators, curriculum designers, 
and policy makers seeking to integrate literature into transformative learning experiences. 
Framing literary texts as epistemic artefacts enables teachers to move beyond purely 
aesthetic or thematic readings, engaging students in deeper inquiries about the nature, 
sources, and limits of knowledge. 
 
From a curriculum planning perspective, this approach encourages: 
 

• Interdisciplinary integration – positioning literary works alongside philosophical, 
sociological, and historical materials to foster multi-layered understanding. 
 

• Context-responsive design – adapting curriculum content to reflect the socio-
cultural realities of learners, thereby enhancing relevance and engagement. 
 

• Epistemic skill building – developing learners’ capacity to recognise, compare, and 
critically evaluate different modes of knowing. 
 

• Reflective pedagogy – embedding structured opportunities for students to 
interrogate their own assumptions and interpretive frameworks. 

 
For educators, adopting an epistemic attunement framework means facilitating learning 
environments where ambiguity is not a barrier but a catalyst for inquiry. This requires a shift 
from delivering fixed interpretations to modelling interpretive openness, encouraging 
students to inhabit multiple perspectives, and guiding them in making connections between 
literary analysis and lived experience. 
 
In doing so, literature becomes a site for cultivating intellectual humility, ethical awareness, 
and adaptive thinking—qualities essential for navigating the complexities of contemporary 
life and learning. 
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8. Making Thinking Visible through Literary Epistemology 
 
Strategies such as annotated close readings and reflective journals can be evaluated using 
the indicators in Appendix A (Table 6), while Appendix B offers direct textual material—such 
as Preludes II and IV—for learners to practise making interpretive reasoning explicit. 
 
A central challenge in implementing epistemic attunement within the curriculum is ensuring 
that learners’ interpretive processes are both visible and assessable. Making thinking visible 
involves creating opportunities for students to externalise their reasoning, articulate 
interpretive choices, and reflect on epistemic positions adopted when engaging with literary 
texts. 
 
In the context of Daybreak with Angels and Preludes, this can be achieved through: 
 

• Annotated close readings – students highlight textual features, link them to 
philosophical traditions, and provide justifications for their interpretations. 
 

• Think-aloud protocols – learners verbalise their interpretive process in real time, 
revealing how they navigate ambiguity and reconcile competing readings. 
 

• Reflective journals – students document shifts in understanding over the course of 
a unit, noting how contextual knowledge, peer discussion, and philosophical 
frameworks influence interpretation. 
 

• Collaborative concept mapping – groups visually map epistemic connections 
between textual elements, philosophical ideas, and curricular themes. 

 
These strategies make interpretive reasoning explicit and allow educators to assess 
epistemic growth in ways that extend beyond content recall. By foregrounding the process 
of knowing rather than solely the product, such approaches cultivate metacognitive 
awareness and foster a classroom culture where inquiry, reflection, and intellectual risk-
taking are valued. 
 
9. Curriculum as Inquiry: Towards Reflective and Situated Education 
 
The inquiry-based approach outlined here is supported by the developmental sequence in 
Appendix A (Chart 3) and grounded in the textual foundations of Appendix B, where urban 
imagery and temporal liminality provide authentic contexts for situated learning. 
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Positioning curriculum as inquiry reframes education from a process of delivering 
predetermined content to one of co-constructing knowledge through sustained questioning, 
exploration, and reflection. Within this paradigm, literature functions not merely as a subject 
of study but as a catalyst for engaging with complex, real-world issues in ways that are both 
intellectually rigorous and personally meaningful. 
 
The epistemic attunement framework developed in this study aligns closely with inquiry-
based approaches, as both emphasise: 
 

• Learner agency – enabling students to shape the direction of learning through the 
questions they ask and the connections they make. 
 

• Contextual relevance – situating inquiry within the lived experiences and 
environments of learners, thereby enhancing engagement and authenticity. 
 

• Iterative reflection – encouraging learners to revisit and refine understandings in 
light of new evidence, perspectives, and experiences. 

 
In practical terms, this means designing curriculum units where literary analysis is 
interwoven with fieldwork, community engagement, and interdisciplinary research.  
For example, a unit on Preludes might involve mapping local urban spaces, interviewing 
residents, and comparing findings with the poem’s depictions of city life. Such activities 
deepen textual understanding while cultivating skills necessary for navigating the 
uncertainties and ambiguities inherent in both literature and life. 
 
By treating curriculum as inquiry, educators create learning environments that are 
reflective—prompting students to examine their own epistemic positions—and situated—
rooted in specific social, cultural, and environmental contexts. This approach fosters 
adaptability, empathy, and critical awareness, equipping learners to engage thoughtfully with 
the complexities of the contemporary world. 
 
10. Critical Reflections on Implementation and Future Research 
 
While the epistemic attunement framework offers a compelling approach to integrating 
literature into curriculum design, implementation is not without challenges. Translating 
philosophical analysis into classroom practice requires careful mediation between 
theoretical ideals and the practical realities of teaching contexts. 
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One key consideration is teacher preparedness. Facilitating epistemically attuned learning 
experiences demands confidence in both literary interpretation and philosophical discourse. 
Without targeted professional development, educators may default to conventional, content-
driven approaches that limit the potential for deeper epistemic engagement. 
 
Curricular constraints present another challenge. Standardised assessment regimes and 
prescriptive syllabi can restrict the flexibility needed for iterative, inquiry-based learning. 
Embedding recursive and situated approaches may require negotiation with institutional 
frameworks, as well as advocacy for the value of interpretive openness. 
Learner readiness must also be considered. Students accustomed to definitive answers 
may initially resist the ambiguity inherent in epistemic inquiry. Scaffolding is therefore 
essential—gradually building learners’ capacity to navigate uncertainty and to value multiple 
perspectives. 
 
From a research perspective, further work is needed to: 
 

• Examine the long-term impact of epistemic attunement on learners’ critical thinking, 
empathy, and adaptability. 
 

• Explore its applicability across diverse literary genres, cultural contexts, and 
educational levels. 
 

• Investigate how digital tools and multimodal resources can support or extend 
epistemically attuned pedagogy. 

 
By engaging critically with these challenges, educators and researchers can refine the 
framework, ensuring it remains both philosophically robust and pedagogically viable. 
 
11. The Need for a Metatheme Approach 
 
The metatheme of urban epistemologies gains curricular coherence when linked to the 
continuum model in Appendix A (Chart 1) and crystallised through the thematic–
epistemological mapping in Appendix B. 
 
The complexity of integrating literature, epistemology, and curriculum theory highlights the 
value of adopting a metatheme approach—a unifying conceptual thread that connects 
diverse texts, philosophical traditions, and pedagogical strategies within a coherent learning 
framework. 
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A metatheme operates above the level of individual topics or units, providing a sustained 
focus that can be revisited across multiple contexts and disciplines. In the case of Daybreak 
with Angels and Preludes, the metatheme of urban epistemologies—how knowledge is 
shaped, constrained, and reimagined within the city—offers such a unifying thread. This 
theme accommodates multiple philosophical perspectives, from existentialism’s focus on 
individual meaning-making to naturalism’s emphasis on environmental determinism, while 
also resonating with contemporary concerns about urbanisation, social justice, and 
environmental change. 
 
Adopting a metatheme approach offers several pedagogical advantages: 
 

• Continuity – learners encounter recurring concepts and questions across different 
units, deepening understanding through repetition and variation. 
 

• Interdisciplinary reach – a metatheme can bridge literature, history, geography, 
sociology, and philosophy, fostering integrative thinking. 
 

• Epistemic layering – students progressively build more complex interpretations as 
they revisit the metatheme from new angles and with new tools. 
 

• Curricular coherence – teachers can design assessments, projects, and 
discussions that align with a shared conceptual anchor, enhancing the sense of 
purpose and connection across the curriculum. 

 
By framing literary study within a metatheme, educators ensure that epistemic attunement is 
not confined to isolated lessons but becomes a sustained, cumulative process. This 
approach also supports the recursive nature of knowledge construction identified earlier, 
enabling learners to return to core questions with increasing sophistication over time. 
 
12. Directions for Future Research 
 
The integration of epistemic attunement, literary analysis, and curriculum theory opens 
multiple avenues for further scholarly exploration. While this study has demonstrated the 
potential of applying a multi-philosophical lens to Daybreak with Angels and Preludes, future 
research could extend and deepen these insights in several ways. 
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1. Expanding the Literary Corpus  
 
Subsequent studies might examine a broader range of texts—across genres, 
historical periods, and cultural contexts—to test the adaptability of the epistemic 
attunement framework. Comparative analyses involving prose fiction, drama, or non-
Western poetic traditions could reveal new dimensions of epistemic engagement. 
 

2. Cross-Cultural and Multilingual Applications  
 
Investigating how epistemic attunement operates in multilingual classrooms or in 
contexts where literature is taught in translation could illuminate the interplay 
between language, culture, and knowledge construction. Such research would be 
particularly valuable in increasingly globalised educational settings. 
 

3. Longitudinal Impact Studies  
 
Empirical, longitudinal studies could assess the sustained effects of epistemically 
attuned pedagogy on learners’ critical thinking, ethical reasoning, and adaptability. 
Tracking cohorts over time would provide evidence of whether such approaches 
foster durable epistemic dispositions. 
 

4. Digital and Multimodal Extensions  
 
Exploring how digital tools, multimedia resources, and virtual learning environments 
can support or enhance epistemic attunement offers a promising line of inquiry. This 
includes examining the role of visual culture, interactive media, and collaborative 
online platforms in deepening interpretive engagement. 
 

5. Interdisciplinary Collaborations  
 
Partnerships between literary scholars, philosophers of education, and curriculum 
designers could refine the theoretical underpinnings of epistemic attunement while 
ensuring its practical viability. Such collaborations might also yield innovative 
assessment models that capture epistemic growth beyond traditional metrics. 

 
By pursuing these directions, future research can test the robustness of the framework, 
adapt it to diverse educational contexts, and expand its relevance beyond the specific case 
studies examined here. 
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13. Conclusion 
 
The framework is further operationalised in Appendix A, where rubrics and charts provide 
practical pathways for embedding epistemic attunement into curriculum design, and in 
Appendix B, which anchors the analysis in the complete primary texts and thematic–
epistemological mapping. 
 
The investigation has examined Daybreak with Angels and Preludes through the lens of 
epistemic attunement, integrating literary analysis, philosophical traditions, and curriculum 
theory to explore how literature can function as a catalyst for reflective, situated, and 
recursive learning. By applying seven philosophical traditions—idealism, naturalism, 
pragmatism, realism, existentialism, essentialism, and progressivism—the analysis has 
illuminated the multiplicity of ways in which poetic texts construct and convey knowledge. 
 
Comparative readings revealed that both poems challenge the notion of knowledge as fixed 
or universal, instead presenting it as emergent from lived experience and environmental 
context. Cullingford’s liminal, dawn-infused landscapes and Eliot’s fragmented, sensory-
laden urban imagery each invite readers to navigate ambiguity, reconcile contradictions, and 
integrate affective and analytical responses. 
 
From a pedagogical perspective, the findings underscore the potential of literature to 
cultivate epistemic awareness—encouraging learners to interrogate their own assumptions, 
engage with multiple perspectives, and situate their understanding within authentic contexts. 
The proposed metatheme approach offers a means of sustaining this engagement across 
disciplines, while the strategies outlined for making thinking visible provide practical 
pathways for implementation. 
 
Although the framework presented here is necessarily shaped by the scope and focus of the 
research, it offers a foundation for further inquiry into the role of literature in fostering critical, 
ethical, and adaptive forms of knowing. In an educational landscape increasingly defined by 
complexity and change, the capacity to attune to diverse epistemic signals—whether in a 
poem, a place, or a lived experience—remains an essential skill. 
 
Ultimately, the work affirms that literature is not merely a reflection of the world but an active 
participant in shaping how we come to know it. By embedding epistemic attunement within 
curriculum design, educators can create learning environments that are intellectually 
rigorous, socially responsive, and personally transformative. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.journalacademicmarketingmysticismonline.net/


Journal Academic Marketing Mysticism Online (JAMMO)     Vol 17.    Part 62.    1042-1083      December 2025  
Available Online at https://www.journalacademicmarketingmysticismonline.net  
ISSN 2146-3328 © 2011-2025 JAMMO                July-December Issue 2 / 2025 

ISSN 2146-3328 © 2011-2025  
 
Publishing Editor & Reviewer 1: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hüseyin Ateş  
Reviewer 2: Prof. Dr. Sahib M. Bleher  

 
 
 

      Silva      1067 
 
 
References 
 
Abrams, M. H. (1999). A glossary of literary terms (7th ed.). Wadsworth Publishing. 
https://www.google.com/books/edition/A_Glossary_of_Literary_Terms/zasjAQAAIAA 
 
Anderson, L. W., & Krathwohl, D. R. (Eds.). (2001). A taxonomy for learning, teaching, and 
assessing: A revision of Bloom's taxonomy of educational objectives. Longman. 
https://www.pearson.com/en-us/subject-catalog/p/a-taxonomy-for-learning-teaching-and-
assessing/P200000004012 
 
Bachelard, G. (1958). The poetics of space (M. Jolas, Trans.). Beacon Press. 
https://whslibraryblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/gaston-bachelard-the-poetics-of-
space.pdf 
 
Bhatt, S. R. (2018). Philosophical foundations of education. In Philosophical foundations of 
education (pp. 9–23). Springer. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-13-0442-2_2 
 
Biffi, E., Giudici, C., & Penge, R. (2020). Arts-based practices and epistemic justice in 
education. Italian Journal of Educational Research, 25, 93–112. 
https://ojs.pensamultimedia.it/index.php/sird/article/view/3936 
 
Biesta, G. (2020). Educational research: An unorthodox introduction. Bloomsbury Academic. 
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/educational-research-9781350070557/ 
 
Bruner, J. S. (1960). The process of education. Harvard University Press. 
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674710016 
 
Crary, J. (2013). 24/7: Late capitalism and the ends of sleep. Verso Books. 
https://www.versobooks.com/en-gb/products/2257-24-7 
 
Culler, J. D. (2004). Literary theory: A very short introduction (2nd ed.). Oxford University 
Press. https://global.oup.com/academic/product/literary-theory-a-very-short-introduction-
9780199691340 
 
Cullingford, C. (2004). Daybreak with Angels. In P. Silva (Ed.), Sunrise and The Whispers of 
Dawn (pp. 1–3). West Yorkshire, England. https://www.academia.edu/6523570/SUNRISE_a 
 
Denzin, N. K., & Lincoln, Y. S. (Eds.). (2018). The SAGE handbook of qualitative research 
(5th ed.). SAGE Publications. https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/the-sage-handbook-of-
qualitative-research/book245228 
 
 

https://www.journalacademicmarketingmysticismonline.net/
https://www.google.com/books/edition/A_Glossary_of_Literary_Terms/zasjAQAAIAA
https://www.pearson.com/en-us/subject-catalog/p/a-taxonomy-for-learning-teaching-and-assessing/P200000004012
https://www.pearson.com/en-us/subject-catalog/p/a-taxonomy-for-learning-teaching-and-assessing/P200000004012
https://whslibraryblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/gaston-bachelard-the-poetics-of-space.pdf
https://whslibraryblog.files.wordpress.com/2014/05/gaston-bachelard-the-poetics-of-space.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-13-0442-2_2
https://ojs.pensamultimedia.it/index.php/sird/article/view/3936
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/educational-research-9781350070557/
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674710016
https://www.versobooks.com/en-gb/products/2257-24-7
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/literary-theory-a-very-short-introduction-9780199691340
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/literary-theory-a-very-short-introduction-9780199691340
https://www.academia.edu/6523570/SUNRISE_a
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/the-sage-handbook-of-qualitative-research/book245228
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/the-sage-handbook-of-qualitative-research/book245228


Journal Academic Marketing Mysticism Online (JAMMO)     Vol 17.    Part 62.    1042-1083      December 2025  
Available Online at https://www.journalacademicmarketingmysticismonline.net  
ISSN 2146-3328 © 2011-2025 JAMMO                July-December Issue 2 / 2025 

ISSN 2146-3328 © 2011-2025  
 
Publishing Editor & Reviewer 1: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hüseyin Ateş  
Reviewer 2: Prof. Dr. Sahib M. Bleher  

 
 
 
1068      Journal Academic Marketing Mysticism Online 
 
 
 
Dewey, J. (1916). Democracy and education: An introduction to the philosophy of education. 
Macmillan. https://www.gutenberg.org/files/852/852-h/852-h.htm 
 
Dewey, J. (1938). Experience and education. Macmillan. 
 
Eisner, E. W. (1979). The educational imagination: On the design and evaluation of school 
programs. Macmillan. http://www.daneshnamehicsa.ir/userfiles/files/1/10-
%20The%20educational%20imagination%20by%20Eisner,%20Elliot%20W.pdf 
 
Eisner, E. W. (2002). The arts and the creation of mind. Yale University Press. 
 
Eliot, T. S. (2020). Preludes. In Prufrock and Other Observations (Original work published 
1917). Faber & Faber. 
 
Freire, P. (1970). Pedagogy of the oppressed. Continuum. 
 
Gadamer, H.-G. (1989). Truth and method (2nd rev. ed.). Bloomsbury Academic. 
https://books.google.com.tr/books/about/Truth_and_Method.html?id=_YolAQAAIAAJ 
 
Giannakopoulos, C. (2025). Interdisciplinary poetics and pedagogies of relation. Routledge. 
 
Greimas, A. J. (1966). Sémantique structurale. Larousse. 
 
Gruenewald, D. A. (2003). The best of both worlds: A critical pedagogy of place. Educational 
Researcher, 32(4), 3–12. https://doi.org/10.3102/0013189X032004003 
 
Hennessy, S., Mercer, N., & Warwick, P. (2010). A dialogic approach to reasoning and 
meaning making in the classroom. Technology, Pedagogy and Education, 19(1), 101–121. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/14759390903579278 
 
Husserl, E. (1913). Ideas: General introduction to pure phenomenology. Routledge. 
https://books.google.com/books?id=3LXz0lZ2fUQC 
 
Jahn, M. (2002). Narratology: A guide to the theory of narrative. English Department, 
University of Cologne. https://www.uni-koeln.de/~ame02/pppn.htm 
 
Jusslin, H., & Höglund, A. (2021). Art, affect, and epistemic justice in teacher education. 
Nordic Journal of Art & Research, 10(1), 3–20. 
https://doi.org/10.7577/information.v10i1.4006 
 
 

https://www.journalacademicmarketingmysticismonline.net/
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/852/852-h/852-h.htm
http://www.daneshnamehicsa.ir/userfiles/files/1/10-%20The%20educational%20imagination%20by%20Eisner,%20Elliot%20W.pdf
http://www.daneshnamehicsa.ir/userfiles/files/1/10-%20The%20educational%20imagination%20by%20Eisner,%20Elliot%20W.pdf
https://books.google.com.tr/books/about/Truth_and_Method.html?id=_YolAQAAIAAJ
https://doi.org/10.3102/0013189X032004003
https://doi.org/10.1080/14759390903579278
https://books.google.com/books?id=3LXz0lZ2fUQC
https://www.uni-koeln.de/~ame02/pppn.htm
https://doi.org/10.7577/information.v10i1.4006


Journal Academic Marketing Mysticism Online (JAMMO)     Vol 17.    Part 62.    1042-1083      December 2025  
Available Online at https://www.journalacademicmarketingmysticismonline.net  
ISSN 2146-3328 © 2011-2025 JAMMO                July-December Issue 2 / 2025 

ISSN 2146-3328 © 2011-2025  
 
Publishing Editor & Reviewer 1: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hüseyin Ateş  
Reviewer 2: Prof. Dr. Sahib M. Bleher  

 
 
 

      Silva      1069 
 
 
 
Leighton, H. (2014). Attunement: A mindfulness-based pedagogy. In Education, 19(1), 58–
75. https://ineducation.ca/ineducation/article/view/163 
 
Lefebvre, H. (1991). The production of space (D. Nicholson Smith, Trans.). Blackwell. 
(Original work published 1974) 
https://monoskop.org/images/7/75/Lefebvre_Henri_The_Production_of_Space.pdf 
 
Merleau-Ponty, M. (1962). Phenomenology of perception (C. Smith, Trans.). Routledge. 
https://monoskop.org/images/3/3b/Merleau-
Ponty_Maurice_Phenomenology_of_Perception_1962.pdf 
 
Nussbaum, M. C. (2010). Not for profit: Why democracy needs the humanities. Princeton 
University Press. https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691140643/not-for-profit 
 
OECD. (2019). OECD Learning Compass 2030. Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development. https://www.oecd.org/education/2030-project/ 
 
Oliva, P. F. (1982). Developing the curriculum. Scott, Foresman. 
 
Quinlan, K. M. (2021). Emotion in learning: From the perspective of learning outcomes to 
attuned teaching. Higher Education, 82, 1155–1173. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-021-
00715-y 
 
Ritchhart, R., Church, M., & Morrison, K. (2011). Making thinking visible: How to promote 
engagement, understanding, and independence for all learners. Jossey-Bass. 
https://www.perlego.com/book/1014088/making-thinking-visible-how-to-promote-
engagement-understanding-and-independence-for-all-learners-pdf 
 
Sartre, J.-P. (1943). Being and nothingness: An essay in phenomenological ontology (H. E. 
Barnes, Trans., 1956 ed.). Methuen. 
https://archive.org/details/BeingAndNothingnessByJeanPaulSartre/page/n7/mode/2up 
 
Schön, D. A. (1983). The reflective practitioner: How professionals think in action. Basic 
Books. 
 
Simmel, G. (1903). The metropolis and mental life. In The sociology of Georg Simmel (K. 
Wolff, Trans., 1950). Free Press. 
https://www.blackwellpublishing.com/content/BPL_Images/Content_store/Sample_chapter/0
631225137/simmel.pdf 
 
 

https://www.journalacademicmarketingmysticismonline.net/
https://ineducation.ca/ineducation/article/view/163
https://monoskop.org/images/7/75/Lefebvre_Henri_The_Production_of_Space.pdf
https://monoskop.org/images/3/3b/Merleau-Ponty_Maurice_Phenomenology_of_Perception_1962.pdf
https://monoskop.org/images/3/3b/Merleau-Ponty_Maurice_Phenomenology_of_Perception_1962.pdf
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691140643/not-for-profit
https://www.oecd.org/education/2030-project/
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-021-00715-y
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-021-00715-y
https://www.perlego.com/book/1014088/making-thinking-visible-how-to-promote-engagement-understanding-and-independence-for-all-learners-pdf
https://www.perlego.com/book/1014088/making-thinking-visible-how-to-promote-engagement-understanding-and-independence-for-all-learners-pdf
https://archive.org/details/BeingAndNothingnessByJeanPaulSartre/page/n7/mode/2up
https://www.blackwellpublishing.com/content/BPL_Images/Content_store/Sample_chapter/0631225137/simmel.pdf
https://www.blackwellpublishing.com/content/BPL_Images/Content_store/Sample_chapter/0631225137/simmel.pdf


Journal Academic Marketing Mysticism Online (JAMMO)     Vol 17.    Part 62.    1042-1083      December 2025  
Available Online at https://www.journalacademicmarketingmysticismonline.net  
ISSN 2146-3328 © 2011-2025 JAMMO                July-December Issue 2 / 2025 

ISSN 2146-3328 © 2011-2025  
 
Publishing Editor & Reviewer 1: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hüseyin Ateş  
Reviewer 2: Prof. Dr. Sahib M. Bleher  

 
 
 
1070      Journal Academic Marketing Mysticism Online 
 
 
 
Smith, G. A., & Sobel, D. (2010). Place- and community-based education in schools. 
Routledge. https://www.routledge.com/Place-and-Community-Based-Education-in-
Schools/Smith-Sobel/p/book/9780415963213 
 
The Saylor Foundation. (2023). The essentialist curriculum model. Saylor Academy. 
https://learn.saylor.org/mod/book/view.php?id=27406&chapterid=19682 
 
Thomson, P., Hall, C., & Russell, L. (2017). Ethics and education research. SAGE 
Publications. https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/ethics-and-education-research/book241210 
 
UNESCO. (2023). Reimagining our futures together: A new social contract for education. 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379707 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.journalacademicmarketingmysticismonline.net/
https://www.routledge.com/Place-and-Community-Based-Education-in-Schools/Smith-Sobel/p/book/9780415963213
https://www.routledge.com/Place-and-Community-Based-Education-in-Schools/Smith-Sobel/p/book/9780415963213
https://learn.saylor.org/mod/book/view.php?id=27406&chapterid=19682
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/ethics-and-education-research/book241210
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379707


Journal Academic Marketing Mysticism Online (JAMMO)     Vol 17.    Part 62.    1042-1083      December 2025  
Available Online at https://www.journalacademicmarketingmysticismonline.net  
ISSN 2146-3328 © 2011-2025 JAMMO                July-December Issue 2 / 2025 

ISSN 2146-3328 © 2011-2025  
 
Publishing Editor & Reviewer 1: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hüseyin Ateş  
Reviewer 2: Prof. Dr. Sahib M. Bleher  

 
 
 

      Silva      1071 
 
 
APPENDICES 
 
Appendices A and B form an essential extension of the main study. Appendix A 
operationalises the epistemic attunement framework through rubrics, charts, and 
assessment criteria, ensuring that the theoretical principles outlined in Sections 5–9 and 
Tables 3–5 are directly applicable in curriculum design and evaluation. Appendix B anchors 
the analysis in the complete primary texts (Preludes and Daybreak with Angels), providing 
transparency of source material and enabling readers to trace interpretive claims back to 
their textual foundations. Together, the appendices reinforce the study’s central argument: 
that literature, when approached through a multi-philosophical and context-responsive lens, 
can catalyse reflective, situated, and recursive learning across disciplinary boundaries. 
 
Appendix A 
 
Learning Rubric and Assessment Criteria 
 
This appendix presents the learning rubric and assessment framework developed from the 
epistemic attunement model outlined in the main article. It operationalises the analytical and 
interpretive dimensions discussed in Sections 5–9 and mapped in Tables 3–5, translating 
them into practical tools for curriculum design and evaluation. The charts and rubric 
included here provide a structured means of assessing how learners engage with literary 
texts—particularly Preludes and Daybreak with Angels—across domains such as 
phenomenological awareness, ethical sensitivity, temporal reasoning, affective cognition, 
and metacognitive reflectivity. By aligning assessment criteria with the philosophical and 
pedagogical principles explored in the study, Appendix A ensures that the theoretical 
framework is directly applicable in classroom and interdisciplinary learning contexts. 
 
Chart 1 
 
Thematic continuum in Daybreak with Angels (epistemology ↔ pedagogy) 
 
Idealism      →     Progressivism     →     Realism 
  ^                          |                         ↓ 
Symbolism       →     Lived experience       →     Observation 
   \                          |                         / 
    \_________Critical reflection__________/ 
                    ↓ Learner‑centred curriculum 
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This conceptual chart shows how epistemological orientations translate into curriculum 
strategies. Each axis represents a philosophical tradition: from symbolic abstraction 
(idealism), through lived encounter (progressivism), to observable phenomena (realism). In 
the context of Cullingford’s poem, the learner traverses all three via affective engagement 
and ethical imagination. 
 
Chart 2 
 
Pathways from literary engagement to epistemic transformation 
 
[ Literary encounter ] 
           ↓ 
[ Metaphorical cognition ] 
           ↓ 
[ Affective & reflexive processing ] 
           ↓ 
[ Epistemic attunement ] 
           ↓ 
[ Critical, ethical, situated knowing ] aligns with Bloom’s revised taxonomy (Anderson & 
Krathwohl, 2001), reframed here within a literary-epistemic paradigm. 
 
For instance, the rubric in Table 6 links affective cognition and ethical sensitivity directly to 
techniques used in Preludes. Educators can scaffold epistemic growth by aligning 
interpretive tasks—such as poetic response journals or comparative image-text analysis—
with these affective and metacognitive dimensions. This affirms not only the literary value of 
the text but also its pedagogical significance in cultivating reflective and ethical reasoning. 
 
These conceptual stages illustrate the evolution from literary engagement to philosophical 
reflection, resonating with Chart 3 and Table 6 in this appendix, where the dimensions of 
epistemic attunement are mapped onto learning rubrics and assessment tools. The journey 
from metaphorical cognition to situated knowing aligns with Bloom’s revised taxonomy 
(Anderson & Krathwohl, 2001), reframed here within a literary epistemic paradigm. 
 
For instance, the rubric in Table 6 links affective cognition and ethical sensitivity directly to 
techniques used in Preludes. Educators can scaffold epistemic growth by aligning 
interpretive tasks—such as poetic response journals or comparative image–text analysis—
with these affective and metacognitive dimensions. This affirms not only the literary value of 
the text but also its pedagogical significance in cultivating reflective and ethical reasoning. 
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Table 6 
 
Learning Rubric for Epistemic Attunement 
 

Learning Domain Criteria Indicators of 
Mastery 

Assessment 
Tools 

Phenomenological 
Awareness 

Engages with lived and 
sensory experiences in 
texts 

Describes metaphors 
with reference to 
personal experience 

Reflective Journal 

Ethical Sensitivity Recognises 
positionality and 
otherness in poetic 
voice 

Demonstrates 
empathetic reading 
strategies 

Peer Dialogue / 
Discussion Rubric 

Temporal 
Reasoning 

Analyses non-linear 
temporal structures in 
texts 

Explains shifts in 
narrative time 

Literary 
Commentary 

Affective 
Cognition 

Expresses emotional 
dimensions of learning 

Identifies affective 
tone and its epistemic 
role 

Creative Response 
(Poem, Diary, 
Visual) 

Meta-Reflectivity Connects poetic 
analysis with epistemic 
concepts 

Makes explicit links 
between 
interpretation and 
knowledge theory 

Essay or Portfolio 
Submission 

 
Table 6 maps literary analysis tasks to dimensions of epistemic attunement. Each domain 
includes assessment indicators and suitable tools, ensuring evaluative alignment with 
reflective and affective outcomes. 
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Chart 3 
 
Stages of epistemic attunement through literary engagement 
 
[ Literary encounter ] 
           ↓ 
[ Metaphorical cognition ] 
           ↓ 
[ Affective & reflexive processing ] 
           ↓ 
[ Epistemic attunement ] 
           ↓ 
[ Situated, ethical knowing ] 
 
Chart 3 visualises the transformative progression from surface-level reading to a deep, 
epistemologically aware understanding. At each stage, learners move from initial textual 
engagement toward recognising the affective, ethical, and cognitive implications of 
knowledge. This developmental sequence aligns with Bloom’s revised taxonomy (Anderson 
& Krathwohl, 2001) and supports curriculum models aimed at fostering critical 
consciousness and interpretive depth (Leighton, 2014; Quinlan, 2021). 
 
Conclusion of Appendix A  
 
The rubric, when integrated into broader curriculum plans, enables systematic yet flexible 
progression toward deep literary and epistemological competence. It is not confined to the 
English or literature classroom—it provides a model for epistemic design that may inform 
interdisciplinary teaching across humanities, education, and civic learning environments. 
Cross-referencing with Sections 5–9 and Tables 3–5 ensures coherence between the 
theoretical framework and its practical application, affirming the role of literature as a 
catalyst for epistemic attunement in curriculum design. 
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Appendix B 
 
Primary Poetic Texts Analysed 
 
Link to Main Analysis  
 
The following primary texts form the core literary material examined in this study. They are 
reproduced here in full to provide direct reference for the interpretive, philosophical, and 
pedagogical analyses presented in the main body. As detailed in Sections 4–5 and mapped 
in Tables 1–3, each poem was read through the lens of epistemic attunement, with attention 
to the interplay between philosophical traditions, urban imagery, and pedagogical 
application. The inclusion of these texts in the appendix ensures transparency of source 
material and allows readers to trace the analytical claims—particularly those concerning 
phenomenological awareness, ethical sensitivity, temporal reasoning, affective cognition, 
and metacognitive reflectivity—back to their textual origins. 
 
1. T. S. Eliot — Preludes 
 
Eliot, T. S. (2020). Preludes. In Collected poems: 1909–1962 (pp. xx–xx). Faber & Faber. 
(Original work published 1917) Retrieved from: 
https://www.faber.co.uk/product/9780571105489-collected-poems-1909-1962/ 
 
Prelude I  
 
The winter evening settles down 
With smell of steaks in passageways. 
Six o’clock. 
The burnt-out ends of smoky days. 
And now a gusty shower wraps 
The grimy scraps 
Of withered leaves about your feet 
And newspapers from vacant lots; 
The showers beat 
On broken blinds and chimney-pots, 
And at the corner of the street 
A lonely cab-horse steams and stamps. 
And then the lighting of the lamps. 
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Prelude II  
 
The morning comes to consciousness  
Of faint stale smells of beer  
From the sawdust‑trampled street  
With all its muddy feet that press  
To early coffee‑stands.  
With the other masquerades  
That time resumes,  
One thinks of all the hands  
That are raising dingy shades  
In a thousand furnished rooms. 
 
Prelude III  
 
You tossed a blanket from the bed,  
You lay upon your back, and waited;  
You dozed, and watched the night revealing  
The thousand sordid images  
Of which your soul was constituted;  
They flickered against the ceiling.  
And when all the world came back  
And the light crept up between the shutters,  
And you heard the sparrows in the gutters,  
You had such a vision of the street  
As the street hardly understands;  
Sitting along the bed’s edge, where  
You curled the papers from your hair,  
Or clasped the yellow soles of feet  
In the palms of both soiled hands. 
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Prelude IV  
 
His soul stretched tight across the skies  
That fade behind a city block,  
Or trampled by insistent feet  
At four and five and six o’clock;  
And short square fingers stuffing pipes,  
And evening newspapers, and eyes  
Assured of certain certainties,  
The conscience of a blackened street  
Impatient to assume the world.  
I am moved by fancies that are curled  
Around these images, and cling:  
The notion of some infinitely gentle  
Infinitely suffering thing.  
Wipe your hand across your mouth, and laugh;  
The worlds revolve like ancient women  
Gathering fuel in vacant lots. 
 
This text is analysed in Sections 4.2, 4.3, and 5 of the main article, with epistemological 
mapping in Table 2 and comparative synthesis in Table 3. 
 
2. Cedric Cullingford — Daybreak with Angels 
 
Cullingford, C. (2004). Daybreak with Angels. In P. Silva (Ed.), Sunrise and the whispers of 
dawn (pp. 1–3). Huddersfield University Press. Retrieved from: 
https://www.academia.edu/6523570/SUNRISE_and_THE_WHISPERS_of_DAWN 
 
Slowly the town settles, and the last drunks expand 
on their excitement in the night; their plaintive joy 
joins the first cries of the seagulls. They all dream 
of futures now and not their past. The sleeping 
hold on to their lives, the leaves unfold from their own 
shade until they almost appear. 
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In the circles of the light we see the rain reflect 
the spreading ripple of the dawn; when we see the still puddle 
before a car destroys it we can see 
its own reflected world complete, a dawning 
before the dawn arrives, that moment we all know 
and cannot place for it cannot be measured like time, 
 
that moment when the light is artificial and the rain 
drops individually maintain in their rounded sides 
the street lights and the night, that single window 
and the curtain drawn. That moment when, 
 
before the sun has been so much as hinted at, 
the electric light that seeps out of the room is fading, 
has lost its power to create its own small world 
and shine on to the smooth sides of each rain drop, 
has become a colour more than light; that moment will 
always be known and undefined, as certain as 
grappling with an angel. 
 
1 
 
Outside the shouts that spill through the windows 
of the last parties have discovered a new tone, and the songs 
that sustained another pool of late night revellers who 
asserted that the night would never end, that they would 
better it as they stumbled over the impediments, are now 
reflecting on the cries that come when pleasure turns 
to melancholy and like the ambiguity of seagulls 
make a cry deprived, deprived. 
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And when the night is inevitably sucked away 
like a tide turning and we know there is no holding back 
the waters, with the dark night in the pools 
black as the sea, even when there is a spread of darkness 
that the moon illuminates, there is a hint of sun, 
or not of sun exactly, but sun mitigated, not so much 
sun as light, not so much light as that presence 
which the light intends, when without self-consciousness 
each of us is still because that moment when the world has 
turned on itself and all the horror of the heart 
is made as clear as wrestling with an angel. 
 
The world outside is for a moment here. The sound 
of waves hoeing shingle is replaced by the more sustained 
shingling of a lorry streaming through the rain and turning 
over the ripples of the water in the road and that slowly 
fading pool of light the headlamps make is 
becoming part of a larger life, no longer isolated 
 
like the driver in his cab but making him into a need 
to talk as well as listen, struggle with himself and other 
people, no longer anonymous in his own light, but when the 
night is almost over and the last gift is given and the traffic 
noises its way along the seafront faster in its darkness 
than the day would allow and other traffic could contain. 
 
2 
 
And all the sounds then, at that moment the sea 
and the rain make similar, the patterning revolving 
water on the shore or in the turning wheel in water until 
the sounds are familiar but differently sustained 
then it is the moment when the outside angel enters in 
and with that change, that silence, comes the wrestling. 
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The light that has been centred in the room is then defused 
and the turning ripples of the streets made the more like 
shore for all their struggling, then it that most bleak 
of long time hours that makes each know that tight terrible 
moment when we do not know the day breaking from night, 
 
we do not know which is more real. Here, inside, I 
do not know if this angel is real although I struggle with her, 
wrestle with what I would like to make more palpable 
because if she’d stay she’d be more like people in the day 
not like the ghosts of pleasure, the lost souls sleeping 
after their long enterprise, and I would see what kind of 
 
angel is next to me, try to understand as the day 
begins a little more of what is dream and what is real. 
Now, outside, the night is changing. It is at that moment 
when the night is at its zenith, before all the changing 
with the dawn, a new beginning, a new day daring to be born. 
 
 
This text is analysed in Sections 4.1, 4.3, and 5 of the main article, with epistemological 
mapping in Table 1 and comparative synthesis in Table 3. 
 
Appendix Summary 
 
The inclusion of Preludes and Daybreak with Angels in full provides the textual foundation 
for the study’s comparative epistemological analysis. These poems embody the thematic 
and philosophical intersections—urban decay, temporality, sensory perception, and ethical 
reflection—that underpin the epistemic attunement framework. By situating the complete 
primary texts alongside the interpretive apparatus developed in the main article, this 
appendix enables readers to directly engage with the literary material, verify analytical 
claims, and appreciate the nuanced interplay between textual detail and pedagogical 
application. In doing so, it reinforces the study’s central argument: that literature, when 
approached through a multi-philosophical and context-responsive lens, can serve as a 
catalyst for reflective, situated, and recursive learning across disciplines. 
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Post‑Summary Analytical Synthesis: Thematic and Epistemological Mapping 
 
The juxtaposition of Preludes and Daybreak with Angels within this appendix offers a fertile 
ground for tracing the metathematic currents that underpin the study’s epistemic attunement 
model. Read together, these works articulate a shared concern with the phenomenology of 
urban temporality, the ethics of perception, and the affective textures of lived experience. 
 
1. Thematic Convergences 

 
Urban Imagery and Decay — Preludes’ industrial grime and Daybreak with Angels’ 
rain-soaked streets both stage the city as a site of sensory saturation and moral 
questioning. 
 
Temporal Liminality — Eliot’s compressed hours and Cullingford’s pre-dawn thresholds 
foreground moments “between” — neither fully night nor day — as privileged sites for 
epistemic shift. 
 
Embodied Perception — Both poems anchor cognition in sensory and corporeal 
registers: smell, touch, sound, and visual detail become vehicles for reflective knowing. 

 
2. Epistemic Dimensions 
 

Phenomenological Awareness — The poems invite readers to inhabit fleeting, often 
overlooked moments, aligning with the rubric’s emphasis on lived and sensory 
engagement. 
 
Ethical Sensitivity — Encounters with “the other” — whether the anonymous urban 
dweller or the angelic presence — demand empathetic and imaginative response. 
 
Affective Cognition — Emotional tonality (melancholy, tenderness, estrangement) is 
not ancillary but constitutive of the knowledge-making process. 
 
Meta-Reflectivity — Both texts self-consciously stage the act of perception, prompting 
readers to interrogate how they know what they know. 
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3. Pedagogical Implications 
 

Curricular Integration — These poems can be deployed in literature, philosophy, and 
education modules to scaffold interpretive tasks that bridge textual analysis with 
epistemological inquiry. 
 
Interdisciplinary Reach — The thematic and cognitive resonances extend beyond 
literary studies, offering models for reflective practice in civic education, ethics, and the 
arts. 
 
Assessment Alignment — The learning domains in Table 6 find direct exemplification 
here, enabling educators to design tasks that assess both interpretive skill and 
epistemic growth. 

 
 
Conclusion  
 
By situating Preludes and Daybreak with Angels side by side, Appendix B not only 
preserves the textual integrity of the primary sources but also crystallises the metathemes 
that animate the main study. This synthesis underscores the central claim that literature, 
approached through a multi-philosophical and context-responsive lens, can catalyse 
reflective, situated, and recursive learning across disciplinary boundaries. 
 
=============================================================== 
                 THEMATIC–EPISTEMOLOGICAL MAPPING 
=============================================================== 
 
[1] THEMATIC CONVERGENCES 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
• Urban Imagery and Decay   
• Temporal Liminality   
• Embodied Perception   
 
                ↓  (feeds into) 
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[2] EPISTEMIC DIMENSIONS 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
• Phenomenological Awareness   
• Ethical Sensitivity   
• Affective Cognition   
• Meta‑Reflectivity   
 
                ↓  (informs) 
 
[3] PEDAGOGICAL IMPLICATIONS 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
• Curricular Integration   
• Interdisciplinary Reach   
• Assessment Alignment   
 
=============================================================== 
FLOW: Thematic Convergences → Epistemic Dimensions → Pedagogical Implications 
=============================================================== 
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